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Introduction
Times are changing and we all need to work in new ways 
- transport is critical in the successful delivery of social 
and economic change. In 2016 we invite you to to take 
the opportunity to contribute to how transport makes and 
builds connections and to share your own best practice 
and innovation. Join us at STAR - the top annual forum for 
knowledge exchange in Scotland. 

The aim of STAR 2016 is:
“To disseminate current transport research and practice 
that is relevant and applicable to the transport agenda 
within Scotland.”

We want to hear your ideas and experiences in all spheres 
of transportation including, but not limited to: transport 
research and other transport studies; planning; appraisal; 
assessment; modelling; policy development and delivery; 
trends; behavioural aspects; project management; scheme 
preparation and scheme delivery, operation and/or evaluation. 
Ideas and experiences can cover any aspect of transportation:
       
•	 “What	lessons	could	you	share	from	your	transport	

delivery	experiences?”	
•	 “How	do	we	create	inclusive	environments	and	use	our	

social	capital	to	best	advantage?”
•	 “The	sharing	economy	continues	to	grow	and	develop	–	

what	are	the	impacts	for	transport?”	
•	 “How	does	innovation	translate	into	operations	and	

practice?”	
•	 “What	do	Local	Authorities	need	to	do	to	maximise	assets	

and	meet	regulatory	obligations?”
•	 “What	are	the	possible	consequences	and	opportunities	

from	new	legislation	such	as	the	Community	
Empowerment	Act	and	the	Scotland	Bill?”	

•	 “How	can	transport	support	the	vision	of	the	Low	
Emissions	Strategy?”

•	 “Are	there	relevant	lessons	we	can	learn	from	the	past?”

Let’s celebrate success and learn from good practice. 

Audience
STAR offers a unique opportunity in Scotland for
practitioners, academics and researchers to exchange 
knowledge.

The conference is aimed at everyone engaged in any 
aspect of transport from research through to campaigning, 
strategic planning and project management to service or 
project delivery. It will be of value to everyone interested in 
transport issues.

Feedback from delegates attending the conference in 2015 
included the following comments:
‘A	great	event,	complemented	by	a	great	variety	of	
presentations’
‘Excellent	overall,	venue	and	event’
‘Excellent	day	–	congratulations	to	all	the	organisers’

Format
The conference will comprise plenary sessions and 
parallel themed sessions and will conclude with a 
‘Question Time’ style panel debate and a wine reception 
and prizegiving ceremony.

Venue
The Conference will be held again at The Technology and 
Innovation Centre, University of Strathclyde, 99 George
Street, Glasgow G1 1RD

If you would like to present a paper
Papers are welcome on all topics across the broad
spectrum of transport.

Now is your opportunity to tell your peers about your 
experiences (good or bad!), innovative ideas, what projects, 
studies or approaches you have been working on or what 
findings you’ve discovered.

The Programme Committee will also be pleased to consider a 
“thought piece”, details of emerging research or case studies 
which illustrate transferability. Papers are particularly welcome 
from younger professionals.

If you wish to have a paper considered, you should submit 
an abstract. The Programme Committee will then review all 
submissions and select suitable abstracts for presentation 
as papers at the conference. The Programme Committee 
comprises a variety of transport professionals drawn from all 
sectors, with expertise in different areas, ensuring that a wide 
range of themes can be covered. The final selection of papers 
and themes will be based on the quality of the abstracts 
received and will aim to offer a challenging and informative 
programme on the day.



Abstracts
Your abstract (300 word maximum) should provide detailed 
information about the content of the paper, the nature and 
timing of the project on which it is based and the stage 
reached and/or outcomes likely to have emerged when the 
written paper is submitted and presented.

The Programme Committee assess the abstracts against four 
equally weighted criteria; 1. new ideas, innovation and novel 
practice, 2. relevance to the transport agenda in Scotland, 3. 
outputs, outcomes, results and lessons learned & 4. evidence 
that the paper is based in robust in-depth analysis, research 
and/or project delivery. 

If your abstract is selected, you will be notified by mid-January 
2016 and at that time you will be asked to confirm that you 
can submit the complete written paper in March 2016 and that 
you are available to be present on the day of the conference.

Authors must ensure that any necessary internal or
external approvals are obtained before submitting 
their abstract.

How to submit your abstract
Please use the ‘Abstract Return Form’ available at:
www.starconference.org.uk 

Completed forms should be sent by email to:
abstracts@starconference.org.uk

The deadline for the receipt of abstracts is Tuesday 10th 
November 2015.  

Speakers will be asked to submit their complete papers 
(5,000 word maximum) by Monday 7 March 2016 and 
to present their papers with a 20 minute presentation on 
Wednesday 18 May 2016.

Awards
There will be a prize for the Best Paper at the conference.

In 2015, this was awarded to Derek Halden (DHC) for 
his paper “Connecting Scotland – New Ways to Fund 
Better Transport”

The prize for Best Paper from a Young Professional was 
awarded to Emma Bill (University of Strathclyde) “Does 
experience affect perceived risk of cycling hazards?”

Pricing policy
In order to attract a strong and representative delegate 
base the organisers will set the conference fee at a very 
competitive rate. The fee for presenters will be 50% of the 
conference fee. (In 2015, the maximum conference fee was 
£175 + VAT).

Sponsorship and exhibition
There are opportunities to sponsor all or parts of the event 
such as a seminar session, leaflets in conference folders etc. 
In addition, space will be available for exhibition and displays 
at reasonable rates. If you would like a schedule of what is 
available please contact enquiries@starconference.org.uk

Please direct all enquiries and correspondence to:
enquiries@starconference.org.uk
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